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Key Scripture 

• Psalm 73 – Asaph’s psalm of crisis and breakthrough: “Surely God is good to 
Israel… But as for me, my feet had almost slipped… till I entered the sanctuary of 
God… Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides 
you… But as for me, it is good to be near God.” 

• Romans 2:4 – “God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance. But 
because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath 
against yourself for the day of God’s wrath.” 

• 2 Corinthians 12:9 – “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness… For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

• Philippians 1:21; 3:8 – “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain… I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, my 
Lord.” 

 

Big Idea 

The greatest good God gives us is not his gifts – it is himself. Asaph’s crisis of 
faith was resolved not by God fixing his circumstances, but by Asaph 
encountering God in worship and discovering that God himself is the treasure his 
heart truly longed for. It is good to be near God. 

 

Last Week’s Sermon Review 

Three takeaways from “Run to Win”: 

1. The gospel frees us to gladly lay down our rights so others may be won to Christ. 

2. The prize is people – we run not just to finish well ourselves, but to see others 
finish with us. 

3. We sacrifice not because sacrifice is beautiful, but because Christ is. A greater 
vision of Jesus produces the desire to give ourselves away. 

 

Key question carried forward: If God is good, why does following him sometimes feel 
hard – and why do those who ignore him seem to prosper? 

 

Asaph’s Crisis (Psalm 73:1–15) 

Asaph was no ordinary doubter – he was the founder of one of the temple choirs and 
wrote 12 of the 150 psalms, more than any single person apart from David. This is a 
worship leader in a crisis of faith. 

 



His stated conviction (v. 1): “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in 
heart.” He knows the theology. But his experience isn’t matching his expectations. 

 

His struggle (vv. 2–15): The wicked seem to have no struggles. They are healthy, 
wealthy, powerful, respected – free of care, amassing wealth. Meanwhile Asaph has 
kept his heart pure and is afflicted every morning. His summary in verse 13: “Surely in 
vain I have kept my heart pure.” What’s the point? 

 

The two misunderstandings driving his crisis: 

• What does it mean for God to be good to us? Asaph assumed it meant a 
comfortable, prosperous life. 

• Who are the pure in heart? Asaph assumed he was – because he followed the 
rules. But his motive was legalistic: if I obey, God owes me. 

 

Asaph’s complaint reveals that he is essentially using God as a means to an end – 
trying to get from God what the wicked seem to have for free. That instinct lives in all of 
us. We inevitably try to bargain with God. 

 

Asaph’s Breakthrough (Psalm 73:16–28) 

The turning point: verse 17. “Till I entered the sanctuary of God. Then I understood their 
final destiny.” The breakthrough came in corporate worship – week after week in the 
rhythm of gathering with God’s people, until one day the truth moved from his head to 
his heart. 

 

A new understanding: the wicked don’t actually prosper 

• They are on slippery ground (v. 18) – one moment can undo everything they’ve 
built. Their prosperity is temporary. 

• Romans 2:4: God’s patience toward the wicked is meant to lead them to 
repentance, not to be presumed upon. The day of judgment is coming. 

• In light of eternity, a few years of apparent comfort is a ridiculously foolish trade. 
Asaph realized he had been envying people heading toward ruin. 

 

A new experience: God himself is our greatest good 

• Verse 23: “Yet I am always with you. You hold me by my right hand.” God, like a 
parent with a child, walking through life together. This is what Asaph discovered 
that changed everything. 

• Verse 24: “You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into 
glory.” God’s word gives wisdom for all of life now. And heaven awaits – where 
every tear is wiped away, every injustice removed, and we experience the joy of 
his presence forever. 



• Verse 25: “Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire 
besides you.” This is the breakthrough. God’s gifts are good – but they are not 
the treasure. God himself is. His gifts become idols when we treasure them more 
than the Giver. 

 

Jonathan Edwards: “There is a difference between having an opinion that God is holy 
and gracious, and having a sense of the loveliness and beauty of that holiness and 
grace.” It is the difference between knowing honey is sweet and actually tasting it. 

 

The Test: Do You Delight in God When Life Is Hard? 

Verse 26: “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.” 

 

• The truest test of whether God is your treasure is whether you delight in him 
when circumstances are painful or disappointing. 

• 2 Corinthians 12:9: Paul prayed three times for his thorn to be removed. God 
said no – because his grace was sufficient and his power was made perfect in 
Paul’s weakness. Paul’s response: “I delight in weaknesses… for when I am 
weak, then I am strong.” 

• Being healed can show God’s grace. But not being healed can also be good if it 
deepens our experience of God in ways health would not. The same trial can be 
either idol-exposure or God-encounter – depending on what we are truly seeking. 

• When we are despondent or frustrated, it may be because at that moment we are 
longing for something more than God himself. That frustration can be the Holy 
Spirit’s prod to seek God the way Asaph did. 

 

The Conclusion: Good, Mission, and Worship 

Verse 28: “But as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my 
refuge. I will tell of all your deeds.” 

 

• The pure in heart (v. 1) are not the self-righteous rule-keepers who use God to 
get what they want. They are those who delight in God because of his grace and 
mercy, and who long to love him in response to his love for them. 

• Delight in God leads to mission. “I will tell of all your deeds.” Mission is the 
inevitable response of genuinely delighting in God – we invite others to join us in 
the joy we have found. 

• John Piper: “Worship is the fuel of missions… You cannot commend to others 
what you do not cherish. Missionaries will never call out, ‘Let the nations be glad!’ 
who cannot say from the heart, ‘I rejoice in the Lord.’” 

 

Personal Application 



• Examine your motive. Why are you here? What do you want your faith to get 
you? If it’s ultimately what God can give you rather than God himself, you’re 
where Asaph was before the breakthrough. 

• Be consistent in corporate worship. Asaph’s breakthrough came in the 
sanctuary – in the rhythm of gathering week after week. Don’t forsake that 
rhythm. God often breaks through in it. 

• Taste and see. Ask God to move his goodness from your head to your heart. 
Come to him not to get something from him, but to be with him. 

• Test your delight. When life is disappointing or hard, do you still turn to God? If 
frustration or despondency feels dominant, ask: what am I longing for more than 
God right now? Let that be your prayer. 

 

Discussion Questions 

4. Have you ever felt what Asaph felt – that those who ignore God seem to 
prosper while you follow him and struggle? Where does that frustration come 
from? What does it reveal about your assumptions regarding what God “owes” 
you for your faithfulness? 

5. Asaph’s breakthrough came not from God changing his circumstances, but 
from Asaph entering the sanctuary and encountering God in worship. What 
role does consistent, corporate worship play in your own spiritual life? Have you 
experienced a moment where truth moved from your head to your heart in that 
context? 

6. Jonathan Edwards said there is a difference between knowing honey is 
sweet and actually tasting it – between knowing God is good and 
experiencing his goodness. Where are you right now on that spectrum? Is God 
more of a theological concept or a lived experience for you? 

7. Asaph concludes: “Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing 
I desire besides you.” Is that honestly true of you? What gifts of God – health, 
relationships, comfort, success – are you currently treasuring more than the 
Giver? How do you know? 

8. Asaph’s final word is mission: “I will tell of all your deeds.” Piper says 
worship fuels mission – you cannot commend what you do not cherish. 
Does your delight in God currently overflow into telling others about him? If not, 
what does that reveal about the state of your worship? 


