
From the Pastor Transi/on Team       September 10, 2023 
 
 Recently, Session appointed a Transi/on Team – consis/ng of Tom Davis, Debbie Erdman, 
PaCy Oberg, Bert Denny, and Denny Bender– to facilitate a smooth progression from now 
through the installa/on and early tenure of our new Senior Pastor. 

 
The Team has been ac/vely suppor/ng Stan as he plans for re/rement, preparing church 

staff for new leadership, and working in coordina/on with the Pastor Search CommiCee. 
 
Back in February there was a belief - in hindsight an overly op/mis/c belief - that it was 

feasible, with God’s expedient help, to conclude the search process in /me to have a new Senior 
Pastor iden/fied, and perhaps even installed, by Pastor Stan’s departure. 

 
Even with the devoted hard work of the Pastor Search CommiCee, it has become clear 

that we underes/mated the /me required and the availability of qualified candidates.  
Therefore, Session has approved a plan to seek out and hire a Transi/on Pastor to be in place in 
January aSer Stan re/res. 

 
Our denomina/on has seasoned pastors who have been trained and have experience in 

leading churches during /mes of transi/on.  The Ministerial CommiCee of the Great Plains 
Presbytery strongly encouraged Eastminster to take on a Transi/on Pastor and has suggested a 
process and candidates to engage.  This is not a new prac/ce.  Many of you will recall Rev. Bob 
Hopper who served Eastminster on an interim basis and was such a blessing to our church.  This 
is much the same situa/on. 

 
The Transi/on Team will be interviewing pastors who have experience in this capacity 

and are available to be in residence at Eastminster in January.   
 
If you have ques/ons about this plan, you can see any of the Transi/on Team members.  

Even beCer, aCend one of the Listening Circle mee/ngs scheduled next Sunday between and 
following worship. 

 
In the mean/me, we ask that you con/nue to pray for our dedicated and loyal staff, 

Pastor Stan, for the Session, and for the search commiCees as we all seek to discern the plan 
God has for our church.  We are confident He will work His plan in His /ming and to our benefit 
and His glory.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

  


