Essential Tenets of the Reformed Tradition

· Trinity – the doctrine that God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and each person is fully God, and there is one God.

· Incarnation – the act of God the Son whereby he took to himself a human nature. Incarnation is the doctrine that the eternal second Person of the Trinity became a human being and assumed flesh in Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus Christ was the Word made flesh. Jesus Christ was fully God and fully human. 

· Justification – is an instantaneous legal act of God in which He thinks of our sins as forgiven and Jesus Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us and declares us to be righteous in His sight. Salvation is accomplished by grace alone and received through faith alone.

· Scripture – the Bible consists of the Old and New Testaments. The Bible is the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word. The Bible is inspired by God, infallible, and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice. The canon is closed and there are no other writings which are God’s Word.

· Sovereignty – also known as providence, sovereignty is the doctrine that God exercises power over His creation. God is in control of the universe He created. He is continually involved with all created things in such a way that he keeps them existing and maintaining their properties with which he created them; that God cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as they do; that God directs them to fulfill his purposes. We believe this definition to be an accurate, historical rendering of this tenet in the Reformed tradition. However, we understand that the nature of God’s sovereignty and how it manifests in our lives has been the subject of legitimate, vigorous debate and disagreement through the centuries. Eastminster, therefore, does not expect its candidates to express a uniform, prescribed understanding of this difficult issue, but to express a sound perspective supported by scripture and ultimately guided by the candidate’s conscience.

· Election - an act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his sovereign good pleasure.  Again, we believe this definition to be an accurate, historical rendering of this tenet of the Reformed tradition. However, we understand that election has been the subject of legitimate, vigorous debate and disagreement through the centuries. Eastminster, therefore, does not expect its candidates to express a uniform, prescribed understanding of this difficult concept but, to express a sound perspective supported by scripture and ultimately guided by the candidate’s conscience.

· Covenant – an unconditional promise. God is a God of promise. God made an unconditional covenant with Abraham that Abraham would become a great nation and blessing to all nations. Covenant is not contract. God will fulfill His promise regardless of the people’s disbelief. God entered this covenantal relationship with Abraham it continued through the people of Israel, and it continues through the Christian church. God promised to make a people to be the movement to spread the good news of salvation through faith. Both the Old Covenant in Abraham and the new covenant in Jesus Christ are based on and rooted in faith. There is one covenant. The covenant that began with Abraham and continued through Jesus Christ finds its ultimate fulfillment in the agreement that God the Father made with God the Son to provide for the salvation of sinful humanity by Jesus Christ’s death on the cross.

· Stewardship – the responsibility given by God to humans for managing the resources of the earth. In the church, Christian stewardship involves the whole of life since all life comes from God and is to be lived for God’s glory. Life is a matter of living responsibly within God’s economy.

· Sin - Idolatry – any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or nature. Original sin is inherited sin. It includes both original guilt and original pollution. Idolatry is the primary manifestation of sin in that someone or something is placed as the most important aspect of one’s life in thought, attitude, and behavior; a replacement for God.

· Obedience – the ethical response that inclines one to do what is lawful or required by one in authority. For Christians is doing what the Bible states. Obedience describes the faith response of Christians to the will of God.

Answers to the additional questions for candidates for officers of Eastminster Presbyterian Church as well as definitions for the ten essential tenets of the Reformed tradition are adapted from specific Bible texts, various lectures delivered by Steven M. Marsh, D.Min., John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion, Wayne Grudem’s Bible Doctrine, and Donald McKim’s Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms.
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